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During the last two weeks of July, 
2019 my wife Anne and I flew to the 
Midwest to visit friends and family 
and to make a road trip through 
Missouri.  Anne wanted to stop at 
quilt shops along the way and I 
wanted to visit the NHPA HOF and 
Museum in Wentzville, MO. Having 
been an active horseshoe pitcher for 
only four years, I have been very 
passionate about the sport and felt 
my horseshoe pitching days would 
not be complete until I visited and 
pitched at the place where the best 
pitchers of all time are immortalized.


Thanks to Ron Deckard, we were 
given a private tour of the facility by 
Joe Faron.  Joe is one of the tireless 
workers in Wentzville who keeps the 
facility running. But more importantly, 
Joe is also one of the people who 
made the facility a reality, working 
endless hours with architects and 
contractors as well as performing 
much of the finishing work inside the 
building.


As we approached the road leading 
to the HOF we noticed it perched 
atop a hill in a beautiful park that is 
used for among other things, hiking 
and picnicking. The facility is U 
shaped with the base of the U 
containing the HOF, Museum, offices, 
and a gathering area used for 
meetings and social events.  Each of 
the two legs of the U house 8 indoor 
horseshoe pits. Out back are sixteen 
outdoor courts.


Our first stop on the tour was in the 

Museum and HOF. I was very impressed with 
the different exhibits, photographs, videos, 
horseshoe collection and the professional 
attention given to the design and layout of the 
museum. What made everything more 
meaningful was that Joe gave us incite into the 
history of much of what we saw. Horseshoe 
pitching has a long and illustrious past. It was 
amazing to me how many spectators attended 
major competitions in the mid 1900’s. Then 
there was the actual HOF containing 
photographs of the inductees from the greats 
of the past like Ted Allen and Elmer Hohl
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Next, Joe brought us into the indoor courts. My 
first reaction was wow, wouldn’t it be nice to 
have this in Florida for the summer months! Air 
conditioned and heated, clay courts, electronic 
scoring, viewing stands…what’s not to like. At 
this point I was given time to pitch a few. After 
throwing fifty shoes I realized I had not even 
worked up a sweat, even though it was 95 
degrees outside. I could have stayed and 
pitched all day but much to my dismay, Anne 
was ready to hit the road. On to the next quilt 
shop. Oh darn!


I personally want to thank Joe Faron for the 
hospitality he afforded us.  I left the facility 
happy to have made the trip, and proud of 
being an NHPA member.


All horseshoe pitching enthusiasts should 
make a pilgrimage to this beautiful facility.  I 
brought back several brochures, that explain 
how you can support the facility and the NHPA 
Foundation.  Several of our members have 
already donated a brick which is place out front 
around the flagpole. Let's help keep the sport 
we love viable for many more years to come.


to the present day wonders like Alan Francis 
and Brian Simmons. All of what we saw was 
very impressive.  But what was even more 
impressive was to see the induction plaques 
of two of our Clearwater Club members: Ron 
Deckard and Mark Seibold.
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